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Maine State Library

EARLY HISTORY OF THE MAINE STATE LIBRARY
The beginning of the Maine State Library may be found in
the resolve, approved February 3,1836, authorizing the Secretary of State
to spend $500 to purchase a library under the direction of the Governor
for the use of the Legislature. By a Legislative act, March 22,1839, the
books belonging to the state, by purchase or donation, were collected
and deposited in the south wing of the State House, and constituted the
State Library, excepting such books as were retained by order of each
legislative branch in the Senate Chamber and the Representatives’ Hall.
The Secretary of State took charge of the State Library according to the
act. This arrangement continued for twenty years. The annual appropiation
for the library, from 1839 to 1859 inclusive, amounted in the aggregate
to the sum of $8,015. The whole number of volumes in the library in 1860
was 22,181. The Committee on the State Library reported to the Legislature
of, that year, that in view of the value and importance of the library to
all departments of the government, and the necessity of a more responsible
management of its affairs, it should be put under the care of a librarian
clothed with able powers and definite duties. An act of Legislature was
passed, March 13,1861, whereby the State Library was put under the direct
control of the Governor and Council, as a board of trustees, and they were
authorized to appoint a State Librarian.
The State Library was located on the top floor of the south
wing of the State House until 1891, when new rooms were provided for it in
the west wing of the enlarged building. In the year,1910, when the State
House was still further enlarged, the main portion of the library was
removed to the second floor of the north wing which it occupies at the
present time.

Location — State House, Augusta, Maine
State Librarian -- Henry E. Dunnack

